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Introduction
This document provides details of grant giving bodies who may be able to support your financial capability / inclusion initiatives. Eligibility criteria differ widely between funds and should always be checked very carefully before applying via their website or by making contact with them.
The list is divided into three sections:

Section A: Grant programmes for up to £10,000

Section B: Grant programmes for larger projects

Section C: Other grant programmes which do not have specific remit to cover financial inclusion or capability but may be interested in funding initiatives relating to the communities and people they seek to help.

These grant funds all relate to national programmes however, your Local Council and /or Council for Voluntary Service an/or Community Foundation should also be able to give you information about local grant schemes and funds specific to your area that may also be able to help. 
Please remember, applying to trusts and foundations for money takes time and there is often a lot of competition so make sure your proposal fits their criteria and if at all possible try to speak to the funder directly before applying as this can often help.

This list is additional to any funding opportunities that may be available through Citizens Advice – these are promoted through the Regional Financial Capability forums.  

If you know of other funds which could usefully be added to this list please email: beth.bell@citizensadvice.org.uk. We will seek to update the list every 6 months and send alerts via Regional Forum leads when we are aware of new funds which will be of interest to forum members.
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SECTION A – Smaller grant funds up to £10,000

The Santander Foundation 
http://www.santanderfoundation.org.uk/whatwefund.aspx

What is it for?
Financial capability activities

Who can apply? 
Organisations with charitable status for their work within the UK and Credit Unions.
What is available? 
Up to £10,000 (average grant is £4000) for running costs and / or tangible items such as equipment. Grants are only available on a one-off basis for a maximum of 12 months.
Details This Programme helps disadvantaged people to manage their money. For example, budgeting, affordable credit, benefits entitlements, etc. 


The Britannia Community Fund 
http://www.britannia.co.uk/_site/corporate/in-the-community/community-fund.html 
What is it for?
Support for education projects 

Who can apply? 
Voluntary groups, charities and schools in the UK 

What is available? 
Up to £1,000 

Details The Britannia Community fund offers financial support to organisations which are involved in education projects - in particular numeracy and/or financial literacy. 

Funding will focus on buying educational equipment, but will also support other activities that meet the priorities. 


Nationwide Foundation - Small Grants Programme 

http://www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk/grants.asp#

What is it for?
Financial and/or housing related support for:

· Victims of domestic abuse

· Older people 
Who can apply? 
UK registered charities (with an annual income of less than £500,000). Bureaux who already hold funding through Money Active can only apply if it is for a different type of project.

What is available? 
Up to £5,000 

Details The Small Grants Programme aims to support disadvantaged groups, and in particular elderly people and survivors of domestic abuse. The focus of support activities is on: financial exclusion and housing and homelessness.
Priority is given to applications that: 

· engage families 

· address both of the eligible activities 

· work with groups in deprived locations. 



Money Saving Expert Charity

http://www.msecharity.com/
What is it for?
To educate and inform people about consumer or debt issues
Who can apply? 
Grants are made to individuals and charities

What is available? 
Up to £5000

Details 

Funded projects must assist people to improve the quality of their life through knowledge and understanding of how to manage and take control of their finances. Must be able to demonstrate that the need has been researched and evidenced and that the project will make a significant difference though outputs that are achievable and measureable. Project must also show how the outcomes will benefit their wider communities. .


Awards for All       http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/summary.html
What is it for?

Small grants programme  for a wide range of small community based projects including access to training and skills and projects which support stronger communities by bring people together to tackle their problems.
Who can apply?

Any not-for-profit group (including social enterprises), or parish or town council, school or health body.
What is available?

Grants between £300 - £10,000. Easy application process and responses within 6 weeks. 

Details

The grants are for projects that can be completed within one year. A wide range of costs can be included e.g. equipment, venue hire, publicity, sessional workers. They will not cover day to day running costs though.


Charis Grants      http://www.charisgrants.com/
What is it for ?

Charis Grants works on behalf of a number of charitable trusts to provide grants to vulnerable consumers. It also promotes organisational grants available through EDF Energy Trust and British Gas Energy Trust Details of organisational grants are available from the following websites:

EDF Energy Trust     http://www.edfenergytrust.org.uk/
From time to time the Trustees agree an allocation of funding for organisational grants, and the criteria for awarding a grant. In the past these have related to raising awareness of the Trust and helping vulnerable customers of EDF Energy apply for a grant from the Trust. There are no programmes open currently but updates can be obtained from their website.  
British Gas Energy Trust      http://www.britishgasenergytrust.org.uk/
The British Gas Energy Trust provides grants to organisations to provide money and debt prevention advice and education, with a particular emphasis on fuel poverty emphasis. There are no programmes currently open


Chelsea Building Society Charitable Foundation

Currently closed for applications pending a review of their criteria – visit their website for news on reopening and eligibility:

http://www.thechelsea-charity-foundation.co.uk/index.html
SECTION B: Larger grant programmes which focus on financial inclusion / capability
1. Barclays – new fund for Credit Unions and CDFI’s

Barclays will be launching the Community Finance Fund in January 2011, which will run over 3 years.  A new Fund will be available each year and Credit Unions and Community Development Finance Institutions (CDFIs) will be able to apply for funding of up to £50k to help them up-scale and build capacity.  The funding, which will be administered by Transact, the national forum for financial inclusion and an initiative of Toynbee Hall, will be delivered in three separate tranches between 2011 and 2014. 

The Fund objectives are:

· To improve access to affordable credit to those people on low incomes and living in areas where the need for affordable credit can be demonstrated 

· To increase the existing community finance providers’ capacity to deliver affordable credit to low income consumers by providing them with short-term direct financial support 

· To provide financial support to credit unions and CDFIs that are starting up, merging or forming partnerships in areas where public access to affordable credit is restricted 

· To support the organisations funded in developing and improving their business services through encouraging voluntary participation by Barclays staff 

The funding will be available for affordable credit lenders in the UK to apply for via a nominations process and builds upon Barclays’ recent successful Community Finance Fund, which delivered £250,000 via a similar nominations process to 6 affordable credit lenders, supporting activities taking place at a local level in areas where there was a clear need for greater access to affordable credit. In addition to supporting individual lenders, the affordable lender membership bodies ABCUL and the CDFA will also be eligible to apply for funding over the 3 year period.

For more information check the Transact website in January.  We will be inviting applications through a nomination process from ABCUL, CDFA, Local Authorities, MPs and Barclays branch staff.

2. Barclays Money Skills

Managed by: Barclays 

What is it for? Building financial capability

Who can apply? 
Barclays staff can volunteer to work with charities or groups that they nominate to deliver financial capability training sessions. 

Details This programme invites Barclays staff to volunteer with charities and voluntary groups who work with disadvantaged communities. Barclays staff can volunteer their time to assist with a financial capability training session. See www.barclaysmoneyskills.co.uk or e-mail ukcommunity@barclays.com 


The Big Lottery 

New - grant programme for financial capability work with social housing tenants

Full details of this new programme are expected early in 2011– the regional forum will be circulating details as soon as they are confirmed and this briefing will be updated then.

Other existing Big Lottery programmes may also fund projects that address financial inclusion – for up to date details go to  www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Friends Provident Foundation - Financial Inclusion programme http://www.friendsprovidentfoundation.org/
What is it for?
Strategic initiatives to permanently improve access to appropriate financial services for those who are currently excluded. Bids will need to be highly innovative or strategic, or seek to fill a clearly identified gap in provision that is not simply a gap in provision in your geographical area.  If in your preliminary research into your project, you become aware of any project in the UK that is already doing a similar thing, save yourself the effort of applying.
Who can apply? 
UK Charities. 

What is available? 
Not more than £200,000 per project. 

Details The Foundation will consider applications for work that will make a strategic contribution to the overall outcome of financial inclusion in the UK and to encourage the ´right use of money´. All applications must demonstrate how the proposed work would contribute to the themes of information, innovation, infrastructure or influence. 

The Foundation will consider requests for capital or revenue funding, core funds or project costs. The Foundation is willing to consider requests for loans, part-loans, underwriting, or other forms of financial support, in addition to grant funding. 



Eaga Charitable Trust
http://www.eagacharitabletrust.org/grants-offered

What is it for ?

· Relief of fuel poverty and energy efficiency

· Vulnerable consumers (Research projects only – see website for details)
Who can apply?

All types of organisation and individual research consultants can apply for a grant from eaga Charitable Trust. The Trust gives priority to funding proposals that have the potential to inform or influence national perceptions and policies and have a wide geographic focus. A project that operates at a local level will only be considered for a grant if it: clearly demonstrates innovation; identifies the policy relevance of the project; has wide applicability; and has well developed evaluation and dissemination plans
What is available?

There is no minimum or maximum grant and each application is judged on its merits. eaga-CT encourages the co-funding of projects where appropriate. There is no minimum or maximum length of grant, although typically projects span between one and three years.
Details

Under the relief of fuel poverty and energy efficiency programme four types of work are funded: 
· Rigorous, policy-related research
· Action projects (e.g. practical, community-based initiatives which have wider applicability)
· The promotion of good practice (e.g. toolkits and workshops)
· Practical resource materials and events (e.g. training and education resources)
They have currently prioritised the following areas for funding: fuel poverty and health; hard to heat homes; and rural fuel poverty.



SECTION C: Examples of national programmes which may be of interest: 
Although none of these detail financial capability specifically, they do fund a wide range of community work for those who face the greatest disadvantage. By studying their guidelines carefully you may be able to identify ways in which your project could meet the outcomes they are seeking, e.g.:

· Projects which tackle exclusion by helping people to overcome disadvantage

· Projects which encourage volunteering

· Projects which develop self help or peer support

· Projects which trial a new approach to delivery and/or address previously unmet needs of a specific group

As with all grant applications the key is to read their eligibility criteria and make contact if possible by phone to discuss your ideas and see how they could be adapted to meet the funders aspirations.



Lloyds TSB Foundation – Community Programme

http://www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk/
What is it for? *

Work that helps disadvantaged people play a fuller role in their community through:

· Improved social and community involvement
· Improved life choices and chances

· Helping people to be heard.

(* Funding is not specific to financial inclusion but initiatives may be eligible for funding – all interested applicants must speak to the area grants manager before applying)

Who can apply? Registered charities operating in the UK with income less than £1million.

What is available?   Various over 1-3 years. For amounts under £5000 assessment is completed by telephone, above that there is an assessment visit if the applicant has been invited to apply.

Details 

Help charities in a range of ways including to:

· Maintain and or improve their capacity and or effectiveness 

· Encourage learning and best practice
· Enable the continued provision of services

· Support the expansion of services

· Help improve the quality of services

· Lobby or campaign at a local, regional or national level.



Rayne Foundation    http://www.raynefoundation.org.uk/
What is it for

Work that has bridge building outcomes such as:

· Enlarged sympathies - increased understanding and/or tolerance

· Reduced exclusion

· Reduced conflict

· New productive relationships which benefit the public

Who can apply

Organisations with charitable objectives
What is available

They do not specify minimum or maximum amounts. The average grant awarded in 2007 was £13,666
Details

They fund organisations working on four broad areas (Arts, Education, Health, Social welfare) and specific areas of interest:

· Achieving learning through the work of art/ artists

· Developing numeracy skills

· Improving the quality of life for older people


The Tudor Trust       http://www.tudortrust.org.uk/

What is it for 

Aim to support work which addresses the social, emotional and financial needs of people at the margins of society. Although they still make grants across their established funding areas (youth, older people, community, relationships, housing, mental health, substance misuse, learning, financial security and criminal justice) they are also open to hearing about work in areas they have not funded before.
Who can apply

Focus on community based organisations with turnover less than £1million per annum. 

What is available

No minimum or maximum specified. Grants available over 1-3years

Details

This is a very competitive fund with a two stage application process. They are flexible in what is funded but will not fund larger charities or those that enjoy widespread support and will not fund  what they consider the mainstream activities of advice or information giving bodies, including Citizens Advice Bureaux.



Royal British Legion External Grants http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/7857/RBL_Help_Grants_Guidelines.pdf
What is it for?

To carry out projects that benefit ex-Armed Service personnel and their families.

Who can apply

For charities and community organisations

What is available

There are three levels of grant on offer:
· Level One - up to £25,000
· Level Two - between £25,000 and £500,000
· Level Three - over £500,000. 
Details

External Grants are provided by the Royal British Legion and can support charities and community groups that aim to safeguard the welfare of people who have served in the Armed Forces.
Grants are on offer to organisations that share one or more of the following Royal British Legion objectives:

· To relieve need and further the education of ex-Service personnel and their spouses, children and dependants. 

· To relieve need and protect the mental and emotional health of families left by those who have died in the Armed Forces. 

· To relieve suffering, hardship and distress to families caused by the absence of those serving in the Armed Forces. 
· To promote and support schemes that aim for the resettlement, rehabilitation, 

Grants can cover:

· Project costs, for example, providing an activity that will benefit ex-Service personnel. 

· Services, such as providing welfare advice. 

· Capital costs, including building works or purchasing equipment. 



The Henry Smith Charity
http://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/what-we-fund.html

What it is for

Focus on supporting groups who work with people experiencing social and/or economic disadvantage and work in areas of high deprivation (within the bottom third of the national indices of deprivation)

Who can apply

Any organisation with charitable activities (but care – read their long list of exclusions which include the core activities of Citizens Advice Bureau)

What is available

County grants (£500 - £20,000) – only available in Suffolk in the East of England

Small grants (£500 - £20,000) – for organisations with turnover under £150,000

Main grants (£10,000 and over) – for revenue up to 3 years and one off capital items

Details

See their “What we fund” page for a wide range of examples of the communities and work that they support.

 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation (Main programme)
www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk
Bids will need to be highly innovative or strategic, or seek to fill a clearly identified gap in provision that is not simply a gap in provision in your geographical area.  If in your preliminary research into your project, you become aware of any project in the UK that is already doing a similar thing, save yourself the effort of applying. 

What is it for 

Their main interests include education and learning and enabling disadvantaged people to play a fuller role in society

Who can apply

Do not have to be a registered charity to apply but must carry out work that is legally charitable. They are unlikely to fund Bureaux activity so forum members who are Citizens Advice Bureaux should make contact first.

What is available

Minimum and maximum grants not stated but it is one of the largest grant funds in the UK and also one of the most competitive.

Details

They will not fund what they regard as mainstream activities and prioritise work that 

· Addresses a significant gap in provision

· Develops or strengthens good practice

· Challenges convention or takes a risk in order to address a difficult issue

· Tests out new ideas or practices

· Takes an enterprising approach to achieving its aims

· Sets out to influence policy or change behaviour more widely


Local programmes

In each area there will be a range of local funders who may be interested in funding your work. Information can be found about these from:

· Your Regional Financial Capability Forum

· Local voluntary sector infrastructure organisations, e.g. Councils for Voluntary Service

· Local council and voluntary sector networks / contacts / forums
· Searching funding  databases, e.g. www.fundingcentral.org.uk
· Asking other organisations that deliver financial capability about their successes.
East of England
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