
How to use the Health & Poverty report 

Before using the report, please read these notes on how to complete the template so that it is tailored to your service and local area.  

1. Editing the document: you will need to edit this document to ensure that it is an accurate reflection of your service and local area:

a. ensure to cover the full scope of your service’s work, including details of relevant projects

b. there are comments throughout suggesting where you should include details about your service

c. in some places it says ‘xx’ for you to fill in a figure (or delete if not available/relevant)

d. remember to delete any details that do not apply to your service and/or local area, and to remove comments and track changes

2. Using Health Profiles: you can use your local authority’s Health Profile to check whether your local area the area is better, worse or average across a range of health indicators (e.g. deprivation, children in poverty, statutory homelessness, excess winter deaths – relevant to fuel poverty in the elderly/disabled.) This can accessed from the Association of Public Health Observatories. 

3. Assessing deprivation: A standard benchmark of deprivation is the proportion of a local authority’s population living in the 20% most deprived lower super output areas (LSOAs) in the country. This can be found the final page of your local authority’s Health Profile (see above). If the proportion of your clients that live in these  LSOAs is greater than the proportion for the local authority as a whole, this means that your service reaches the most deprived section of the local community. In order to do this, you will need to have information that allows you to identify where you clients live. 

4. Reporting outcomes: the template enables you to report on the outcomes achieved that can help to tackle the social determinants of health inequalities. This includes financial outcomes that result in an income gain and other feedback about how your help improves clients’ health and wellbeing, such as case studies. Before completing these sections, check that you have good quality outcomes data to report; if not, there is a risk that you may under-sell your work. 

Further reading

The following links provide useful background reading on the link between income inequality and health and wellbeing.

· The Marmot Review, Fair Society, Healthy Lives, is a seminal study on health inequalities in England 

· The British Academy’s recent publication, “If you could do one thing…” Nine local actions to reduce health inequalities, is a collection of opinion pieces on health inequalities from leading social scientists 

